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In the dispute about the Brunswick or Russian origin of Agatha, who came to 
England in 1057 with her husband Edward the Exile, there has been as yet no 
evidence that the name Agatha was in use in Saxony at the time of her birth, 
about 1023/30. 

In Russia there lived an Agafia who married Prince Vsevolod of Gorodno in 1116.  
She was a great-grand-daughter of Grand Prince Yaroslav of Kiev († 1054),3 the 
claimed father of Agatha.4  Agafia, however, must have been born at least two 
generations later than Agatha and her existence does not prove that the name 
Agatha was used in Russia at the time when Agatha was born. 

On the other side, Brunswick belonged to the bishopric of Hildesheim, 44 km to 
the west.  Between 1010 and 1022, Bishop Bernward erected the still existing 
and recently restored huge basilica of St Michael where he was buried. On the 
capital of the north-eastern column in the central nave of this church the names 
of three saints are engraved very legibly.  The second of these names runs in 
majuscule letters: S[ANCTE] AGATHE.5 

The important Bishop Bernward, the educator of Emperor Otto III, had travelled 
to Rome in 1000/01, where Agatha had been venerated since the 6th century. 
The Hildesheim inscription at such a prominent place shows that the cult of 
Agatha existed, or was introduced, within the neighbourhood of Brunswick some 
years before the birth of Agatha. This offers an additional supporting argument 
for the proposition that Agatha, the mother of Saint Margaret, was the daughter 
of count Liudolf of Brunswick († 1038), the brother of Emperor Heinrich III,6 and 
son of princeps Brun of Brunswick and the later Empress Gisela († 1043).7 
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